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94-182 June 27, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
WHITLEY TO RETIRE 
CHARLESTON -- Although Eastern Illinois University faculty member and 
administrator Steve Whitley worked in top management positions in private 
industry, he has always returned to his first love-- teaching. 
"Students are a constant reminder that the learning process never ends. The 
classroom is a learning community. Although the institution's faculty provide the 
main source of information, students have an obligation and opportunity to 
continue the learning process by asking questions, getting clarification and devel-
oping associations. I know I will miss this environment," said Whitley, who is 
retiring from Eastern June 30 after more than 30 years of service. 
Whitley's long association with Eastern began in 1954 when he enrolled in 
the university's zoology program. He graduated in 1958 with a bachelor of science 
degree in education and later earned master's and doctoral degrees from Purdue 
University. 
He was hired by then-EIU President Quincy Doudna in 1963 as an assistant 
professor and was promoted to associate professor in 1967 and to professor in 
1970. 
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Whitley took a leave of absence in 1974-75 to work for Brown and Root 
Inc. in Houston, Texas, one of the largest engineering and construction companies 
in the country. "Although they offered me a well-paying, full-time job, I decided to 
return to Eastern and to teaching because I missed the interaction with students." 
During his 31-year teaching career, Whitley has made significant contribu-
tions to the zoology department and the environmental biology program as well as 
to the university's general education program. 
As a faculty member in the zoology department, he helped develop the 
bachelor's and master's degree programs in environmental biology and has worked 
closely with business and industry to place graduates. He has seen the environ-
mental biology program grow from a handful to more than 200 student majors and 
offer new curriculum to meet industry needs. 
"My goal as a teacher was to develop students who had a sound biological 
science background and also recognized the social, economic and political implica-
tions of environmental problems," Whitley said. 
He has advised many graduate students during his tenure at Eastern and 
collaborated with former zoology chair Leonard Durham to obtain grants and 
contracts totalling more than $850,000 to conduct research and train undergradu-
ate and graduate students. 
Considered by his peers to be an outstanding faculty leader, Whitley chaired 
the Council on Academic Affairs when the university began an intensive review of 
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its general education program and developed the senior seminar, a unique interac-
tive classroom experience. He became the director of general education and senior 
seminars in 1988. 
Recently he has been as a consultant-evaluator for the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools and a resource person to the steering commit-
tee which is conducting Eastern's NCA reaccreditation self-study process. 
As someone who has spent most of his adult life at Eastern, Whitley says 
many of today's students come to the university for the same reason he did 40 
years ago. "Students come here because of mutual trust. They trust that the 
university will prepare them well for entry-level positions and beyond, and we 
deliver." 
Outside the classroom, Whitley's life is just as fulfilling. He is affiliated with 
numerous professional organizations and state agencies and is a volunteer for the 
Charleston High School Booster Club, Charleston Athletic Association and Eastern 
Illinois AMBUCS. 
He and his wife, Jolene, who is also retiring after 17 years as a public 
school teacher, plan to remain in Charleston and spend time with their new 
grandchild who is expected to be born in July. 
They will also visit their three children, Christopher of Charlotte, N.C.; Erin 
of Indianapolis; and Patrick of Minneapolis. 
"We both will most enjoy not being on a school calendar," Whitley 
commented. -30-
